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To the N E AD. E R. 


Have often wrote on controverted points 

before; but not with an eye 19 any par ti- 
cular perſon. So that this is the fit time 1 have ab- 
peared in controverly, properly e called, Indeed I 
have ngt wanted occaſion ty a9 it befor ' Particular- 
ly, when, after many ſiubs in the dark, I was prb- 
lieh attacked, nt by an open enemy, bas: by my own 
familiar friend. But I could nt anſwer hun. I 
could only cover my face and fav, K. av 1 2510-17 
Kei Tu e Art thou alſa among them? At thou, 
my fon © 


1 no v tread! n untried 2 111) <4 th fror a and tr em 
Bin ne: fear, not Th my addverſar yz hut of myſelf. 1 
fear my own ſpirit, le 72 fall, where many Mishticy 
have becn lain.” ever tne WW ne man (or but one) 
eurit? Contr aver {v, Wil) Wc 1 tought a ris bt ſpirit. 
Fiery aiſputant jeems to thins, (as every faldier) that 
he may hurt his ypponent as mich as he can: nav, 
that he ought tz do his worſt 2 »; mM, or he cannot 
make the beſt of his own cane : that, {5 he do not 
belie or wifuliy miſrep1 ejent L mn, he muſt expoſe him 
as fa r as Hets a Je. It is enuulgh, Te upprſe, if WE 10 
not ſhew heat or paſſion againſt our adi — But, 
not to deſpiſe him, or endeavour to make others 40 fb, 
is quite a Work of ſupererogation, 


But ought theſe things ta beſo? (T ſpeak an hy 
Clihian | *be „ Or? It ꝛc not io love our net 0 bo: 
as verſetvcs ? And TJ a man ceafe to be our ne: 8: 22 zur, 
becauſe he ts of a different opimon'? Nay, and declar 05 
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To the READER 


himpelf ſo to be? Ought we not, for all this, to do ts 
him, as we would he ſhould do to us? But do we 
ourſelves love to be expoted, or ſet in the worſt light? 
Would we willing'y be treated with contempt? If not, 
why do we treat others thus? And yet who ſcruples 
it? Who dies not hit every blow he can, however 
foretgn to the merits of the cauſe? ho, in contro- 
verfy, caſts the mantle of love over the nakedneſs of his 
brother? N bo keeps ſteadily and uniformly to the 
queſtion, without ever ſtriking at the perſon? Who 
jhews in every ſentence, that he loves his brother, only 


; leſs than the truth? 


4. I have made a little faint cfJay trwards this. TI 
have a brother, who is as my d“ foul. My defire is, 
in every thing I jay, to look upon Mr, Tucker as in 

his place, aud to- ſpeak no tittle concerning the due, iu 
ary other ſpirit than I would ſpeak concerning the other. 
Hut whether I have attained this or no, I know not; 
for my heart is deceitful, and deſperately wicked. 
If IT have ſpoken any thing i in another ſpirit, I pray 
God it may not be laid to my change; and that it may 
not condemn me in that day, when the ſecrets of all 
hearts ſhall be made manifeſt! Mean while, my heart's 
d:fire and prayer to God is, that both I, and all who 
think it their duty to oppoſe me, may put on bowels of 
mercies, kindneſs, humbleneſs of mind, meek- 
neis, long-ſuffering; forbearing one another, 
2 forgiving one 3 even as God for 
hriſt's fake hath forgiven us. 
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| LS man HERE has lately appeared in the 
I D yorld a Tract intitled, A brief Hifto- 
5, 4 T 45 ry of the principles of Methodiſm. I 
in v 8 doubt = but the writer's deſign, 
; was good, and believe he has a real 
bay * defire to know the truth. And the 
1 manner wherein he purſues that deſign is, generally 
2 calm and diſpaſſionate. He is indeed in ſeveral mit- 
2 akes; but as many of theſe are either of. ſmall conſe- 
oF in quence themſelves, or do not immediately relate to 
ny me, it is not my concern to mention them. All of any 
all conſequence which relates to me, I think, falls under 
ts three heads ; 
'g 
of Firſt, That I believe Juſtification by Faith alone ; 
= Secondly, That 1 believe Sinleſs perfection; aud 
12 Thirdly, That I believe Inconſiſtencies.— Of each 


of theſe I will ſpeak as plainly as I can. 


Firſt, That I believe Fu/iification by faith alone. 

This I allow: For 1 am firmly perſuaded, That eve- 
ry man of the offspring of Adam is very far gone 

from Original righteouſneſs, and is of his own na- 

E ture inclined to evil: That this corruption of our 
A'S: na- 
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ture, in every perſon born into the world, deſerves 
God's Wrath and dimnation : That therefore it ever 
ve receive the remiſſion ot our fins, and are account- 
ed righteous before God, it muſt be only for the 
merics of Chinit, by faith, and not for our own works 
or detcrvings of any kin J. Nay, I am perſuaded, 
4 hat all works done before Juſtification, have in 
them the nature ot fin; and that conſequently, till 
he 1s jultifed, a man has uo power to do any work 
which is- pleahng and acceptable to God. 

3. Lo expreis my meaning a little more at large. 

I believe, Ihiee things muſt go together in our 

Tultificat ion: Upon God s part, his great mercy and 
grace; upon CantsTt's part, the ſatistaction of Gow's 
Juſtice, by the offering bis body, and ſhedding his 
biood, and fulfilling the laxw of 'Gop perfettly ; ; and 
upon dur part, true and living faith in the merits of 
Jesus CnrxisT. So that in our juſtification there is 
16 only God's mercy and grace, but his Juſtice alſo. 
And ſo the grace of God does not ſhut out the right- 
eouſneſs of God in our Juſtification, but only ſhut 
out the T:gh-couſnets of man, that is, the righteouſ- 
neſs of our works. 

4. And therefore St. Paul requires nothing on the 
part of man, but only à true and living Faith. Yet 
this Faith does not ſhut out Repentance, Hope, and 
Love, u hich are joined with Faith in every man that 
is juititied. But it ſhuts them out from the office of 
juitifying. So that although they are all preſent to- 
gether in him that is juſtified, yet they juſtify not 
aitogether. 

5. Neither does Faith ſhut out Good works, ne- 
ceſiarily to be done aiterwards, But ave may not do 
them to this intent, To be juflified by doing them. Our 
Juſtification comes treely, of the mere mercy of God: 
For whereas all the world was not able to pay any part 
towards their ranſom, it pleaſed him, without any of 
our delerving, to prepare for us Chris body and 
blood, whereby our ranſom might be paid, his Law 


fulfilled, and his juſtice ' ſatisfied. CuRr1sT there fore is 


Buy the righteouſneſs of all them that truly believe 
+ in 
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in him. He for them paid the ranſom by his death. He 
for them fulfilled the law in his life, So that now in 
Him, and by Him, every Believer may be called a 
fulfiller of the Law. 
6. But let it be obſerved, the true ſenſe of thoſe 
words, Me are juſtified by Faith in Chrift only, is not, 
that this our own act, To believe in Chriſt, or this our 
Faith which is within us juſtifies us (for that were, 
to account ourſelves to be juſtified by ſome act or 
virtue that is within us:) But that altho' we have Faith 
hope, and love within us, and do ever ſo many 
good works, yet we mutt renounce the merit of all, 
of Faith, Hope, Love, and all other virtues and good 


works, which we either have done, ſhall do, or can 


do, as far too weak to deſerve our juſtification: For 
which therefore we muſt truſt only in God's mercy, 
and the merits of Cyx1sT., For it is he alone that 
taketh away our fins, To Him alone are we to go 
for this; forſaking all our virtues, good words, 
thoughts and works, and putting our truſt in CHRIST 
only, 

7. In ſtrictneſs, therefore, neither our Faith nor 
our works juſtify us, 7. e. deſerve the remiſſion of our 
fins. But Gop Himſelf juſtifies us, of his own mer- 
cy, thro' the merits of his Son only. Neverthelels, 
becauſe by Faith we embrace the promiſe of God's 
mercy, and of the remiſſion of our ſins, therefore the 
Scripture ſays, That Faith docs juſtify, yea, Faith 
auithout works. And as it is all one to ſay, Laith wwith- 
out works, and Faith alone juſtifies us, there fore 
the antienr fathers from time to time ſpeaks thus; 
Faith alone juftifics us. And becauſe we receive 
Faith, thro" the only merits of Car1sT, and not 
thro! the merit of any virtue we have, or work 
we do; therefore in that reſpect we renounce, 
as it were, again, Faith, Works, and all other vir- 
tues. For our corruption thro* Original Sin is fo 
great, that all our faith, charity, words and works, 
cannot merit or deſerve any part of our juſtification 
for us. And therefore we thus ſpeak, humbling our- 
ſelves before God, and giving Cyx1srT all the glory 
of our juſtification. | 
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g. But it ſhould alſo be obſerved, What that Faith 
is, whereby we are juſtified. Now that Faith which 
brings not forth good works, is not a living Faith, 
but a dead and deviliſh one. For even the Devils 
believe, „That CnRISH was born of a virgin, that 
he wrought all kind of miracles, declaring himſelf 
to be very God, that for our ſakes He gdied and roſe 
again, and aſcended into Heaven, and at the end of 
the world ſhall come again, to judge the quick and 
the dead.” This the devils believe, and ſo they be- 
lieve all that is written in the Old and New Teſta- 
ment. And yet ſtill, for all this Faith, they are but 


Devils. They remain ſtill in their dammnable eſtate, 
lacking the true Chriſtian Faith. 


9. The true Chriſtian Faith is, not only to believe 
the Holy Scriptures and the articles of our Faith are 
true, but allo to have a ſure Truft and confidence to be 


ſaved from everlafling Damnation by Cnx 1sT, whereof 


doth tollow a loving heart, to obey his command- 
ments, And this Faith neither any Devil hath, nor 
any wicked man, No ungodly man hath or can 
have this /ure Tru and confidence in God, that by the 
merits of CHRIET his fins are forgiven, and he recon- 
ciled to the Favour of Gop. 


10, This is what I believe (2nd have believed for 
ſome years) concerning Juſtification by Faith alone. 
I have choſe to expreſs it in the words of a litle trea- 
tiſe publiſhed feveral years ago, as being the moſt 
authentic proof, both of my paſt and preſent ſenti- 
ments. It I err herein, let thoſe who are better in- 
tormed calmly point out my error to me: And I 


truit I ſhall not ſhut my eyes againſt the light, from 
whatſoever fide it comes. | 


11. The ſecond thing laid to my charge is, That 
I believe finleſs perfection. I will imply declare what 
I do believe concerning this alſo, and leave unpre- 
judiced men to judge. 


12. My laſt and moſt deliberate thoughts on this 
head were publiſhed a few years fince, in theſe words: 
1. „ Perhaps 


ce 
ce 
5 


ve 
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Perhaps the general prejudice againſt Chri/- 
HA Perfection may chiefly ariſe from a miſappre- 
henſion of the nature of it, We willingly allow, 
and continually declare, there is no ſuch perfection 
in this life, as implies either a diſpenſation from 

and attending all the ordinances of 


doing good, 
God; 14 a freedom from ignorance, miſtake, 


remptation, andathouſand infirmities neceflarily 
connected with fleſh and blood. 

2. Firſt, We not only allow, but earne/fly con- 
tend, (as for the faith once delivered to the ſaluts) 
that there is no ſuch perfection in this life, as im- 
plics any diſpenſation from attending all the ordi- 
nances of God, or from doing good unto all men, 
while wwe hav? time, tho! ugh (hee ially unto the N 
hold of faith. And wholoever they are, who hare 
taught otherwiſe, we are convinced are not taught 
of God. We dare not receive them, neither bid 
them God ſpeed, leſt we be partalers of their evil 
deeds, We believe, that not only the babes in 
Chriſt, who have newly found redemption in his 
blood, but thaſe alto, who are grown. up unto ber- 
feet men, uxto the meaſure of he fat ure of the ful 20% 
of Ch; if, are indiſpenſib ly obliged, (and that they 
are obliged thereto, is their glory and crown of re- 
icing) as oft as they have opportunity, to eat 
bread and drink wine, 72 remembrance of bim; to 


ſearch the ſcriptures ; by faſting (as w ell as tempe- 


ance) to krep their bodies u. der, aud bring them in- 


to ju 51e4:0n; and above all, to pour out their louls 
gr cat CORTE - 


jn prayer, both /ccretly, and in ile 
gallou. 8 
3. We ſecondly believe, and therefore ſpeak, 


and that unto all men, and with much afſuraiit, 
that there is 20 /uch perfection in this life, as im- 
plies an entire delirerance, either trom Ignorance 
or miſtake, - in things not effential to! alvation „ or 
ſalvation, or from manifole rempt: ons, or from 
nuinberleſe infirmities, where ith the corruptible 
body, more or leſs, prefles down the ſoul. This 
is the ſame thing, which we have ſpoken from the 
begining: it any teach otheryile, %% de not f 
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ws, We cannot find any ground in ſcripture to 
ſuppoſe, that any inhabitant of an houſe of clay is 
wholly exempt either trom bodily infirmities, or 
trom ignorance of many things; or to imagine 
any mere man is incapable of miſtake, or ot fal- 
ling into divers temptations: no; the diſciple is 
uot above his maſter, nor the ſervant above his 
Lord. Ii is enough, that every one, wwho is perfect, 
FR 2 be as his maſ/icr, 
4. But what then, it may be aſked, do you 
« mean by oxe that is per ſect, or one that is as his maſ- 
fer? We mean, one in whom is the mind which 
© qvas in Chrift, and who ſo aualicth, as he aljo walk- 
© ; a man that hath clean hands ad a pure heart; 
or that is clean/ed from all filthineſs of fieſh and ſpi- 
© it; ONE 71 zubom there is no occaſion of ſlumbling, 
& and who accordinglydeth not commit fin. To de- 
& clare this a little more particularly: we under- 
& ſtand by that ſcreptural expreſſior, a perfect man, 
one in whom God hath fulfilled his faithful word, 
* From all your fi tines, and from all your idols al 
© [ cleanfe you. J will alſo fare you from all your 
+ wncleanneſſtss We underitand hereby „one whom 
God hath ard fed throughout, even in body, ſoul, 
6 Ty one who watketh in the light, as be is in 
« the lig ht, in whom 7s no darkneſs at all; the blood of 
& of Feu, Chri A, Hi; Fon, hat ving cleanſed bi m fromall ſin. 
5. This man can now tetlify to all mankind, 7 
&© am crucified with Chrift ; never thele/; live ; yet not 
J, but Chrift liveth in me, He is holy, ns God who 
« hath called him is holy, both in heart and 7: all man- 
”: ey of converſation. He /overh, the Lord his God 
„ cwith all his heart, and ſerverh him <with all bis 
« ftrength. He loveth his neighbour [every man] as 
„ himfcif; yea, as Chrift loved us: them in particular, 
„ that pi tefully uſe him and perſec ute him, becauſe 
& they know not the Son, neither the Father, Indeed 
„ his foul is all love, filled with box wwels of merc ies, 
& Huaudueſi, muckneſr, gentleneſs, long ſuffering. And 
„his lite agreerh thereto, full of the work of faith, 
„ the pat ence of Pp, the Tabuur foo we And <vhat- 
Heber be doth either ta word or dect, he doth it all 
69.228 


„ 

4 ½% the name, in the love and power of the Lord 

& FZ/us. In a word, he doth the will of God on 
% earth, as it is done in heaven. 

„ This it is to be a perfect mau, to be ſanfified 

& throughout, created anew in Chriſt Jeſus; even to 

& have a heart ſo all-flaming with the love of God, 

* (to uſe archbiſhop Uſer's words) as continually to 

offer up every thought, word, and work, as a ſpi- 

„ritual facrifice, acceptable unto God thro* Chriſt. 


© In every thought of our hearts, in every word ot 


our tongues, in every work of our hands, zo H a 


& forth his praiſe, who hath called us out of darineſs, 
* into his marvellous light ! O that both we, and all 
© who ſeek the Lord ſeſus in ſincerity, may thus 
© be made perfect in one !” 

13. If there be any thing unſeriptural in theſe 
words, any thing wild or extravagant, any thing con- 
trary to the analogy of faith, or the experience of 
adult chriſtians, let them ite me friendly and reprove 
me ; let them impart to me ot the clearet light God 
has given them, How knoweſt thou, O man, 2%. 
thou mayeſ/t gain thy brother ?' But he may at length 
come to the knowledge of the truth? And thy labour: 
of love, ſhewn forth with meckneſs of wiſdom, may 
not be in vain? 

14. There remains yet another charge againſt me, 
That I believe 7rconfftencies : that my tenets, parti- 
cularly concerning juſtification, are contradiory to: 
themſelves : that Mr. Weey, ** fince his return from 
© Germany, hus !mproved in the ſpirit of znconfi/tency.. 
5. For then he publiſhed two treatiſes of Dr. Barne's 
the calvinit-or dominican rather, who ſuffered iu 
4 1541; [Let us ſpare the aſhes or the dead. Were 
I /uch a dominican as he was, I ſhould rejoice too to 
die in the flames !] * the firit on ;u/ification by: 
© faith only, the other on The /infulne/3 of man's natu- 
ral awill, and his utter inability to do avorks acceptable 
*« to God, until he be juſtified. Which principles, if 
% added to his former tenets” (nay, they need not be 
added to them, for they are the very ſame ;) “ will 
* give the whole a nov errrn of {nronflencyy and make: 
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* the contradictions more groſs and glaring than 
before.” 

5. It will be neceflary to ſpeak more largely on 
this head, than on either of the preceding. And in 
order to ſpeak as diſtinctly as I can, I propoſe taking 
the paragraphs one by one, as they lie before me. 


16, (1) It is © aferted that Mr. Law's ſyſtem was 
the *© creed of the methodiſts.“ But it is not proved. 
J had been eight years at Oxford, before I read any 
of Mr, Law's writings: and when I did, I was fo 
far from making them my erced, that I had objecti- 
ons to almoſt every page. But all this time my man- 
ner was, to ſpend ſeveral houts a day, in reading the 
ſcripture in the original tongues, And hence my 
iy ſtem (fo termed) was wholly drawn, according to- 
the light I then had, _ 


17. It was in my paſſage to Georgia, I met with 
thoſe Moravian teachers, who world have taught me 
the way of God more perfectly. But I underſtood 
them not, Neither oz zy arrival there, did they in- 
fuſe any particalarities into me, either about ju/tifica- 
ion, Or any thing elle, For I came back with the 
ſame notions I went. And this I have explicitly 
acknowledged in my ſecond journal, where ſome of 
my words are theſe“. When Peter Bobler as ſoon 
ts J came to London, affirmed of true faith in Chriſt, 
(which is but one) that it had theſe two fruits inſe- 
parably attending it, “ domimon over fin, and con- 
ant peace from a ſenſe of forgiveneſs;” I was 
quite amazed, and looked upon it as a new goſpel. 
If this was ſo, it was clear I had no faith. But I 
was not willing to be convinced of this: therefore I 
diſputed with all my might, and laboured to prove 
that faith might be where theſe were not; eſpecially 
where that ſenſe of forgiveneſs was not ; for all the 
ſcriptures relating to this, I had been long fince 
taught to conſtrue away, and to call all preſyterians 

who 
* Page 32s 
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who ſpoke otherwiſe. Beſides, I well ſaw; no one 
could, (in the nature of things) have ſuch a ſenſg of 
forgiveneſs, and not tel it. But I felt it not, If 
then there was no faith without this, all my preten- 
fions to faith dropt at once.“ 


18. (2) Vet it was not Peter Bobler who convin— 
ced me that converſſon (I mean juſtification) qvas an 
inſtantaneous work, On the contrary, when I was 
convinced of the nature and fruits of juſtifying faith, 
{till ++ * could not comprehend what he ſpoke of an 
inſtantaneous work, I could not underſtand how this 
faith ſhould be given in a moment : how a man 
could at once be thus turned from darkneſs to light, 
from fin and miſery to righteouſneſs and joy in the 
Holy Ghoſt. I ſearched the ſcriptures again, touch- 
ing this very thing, particularly the 4s of the Apoſ- 
tles. But to my utter aſtoniſhment}, I found ſcarce 
any inſtances there of other than i»//antancous con ver- 
fions ; ſcarce any other ſo {low as that of St. Paul, 
who was three days in the pangs of the new-birth, 
IT had but oe retreat left; viz. ** Thus, I grant, God 
« wrought in the Hr ages of chriſtianity : but the 
« times are changed. What reaſon have I to be- 
„ lieve He works in the fame manner zozv ?” 

„ But on Sunday 22, I was beat out of this retreat 
too, by the concurring evidence of ſeveral living 
witnefles, who teſtified God had thus wrought in them- 
ſelves : giving them i @ moment, ſuch a faith in the 
blood of his fon, as tranſlated them out of darkneſs 
into light, out of ſin and fear into holineſs and hap- 
pineſs. Here ended my diſputing. I could now 
only cry out, Lord, help thou my unbelief.“ 


The remaining part of this ſection, with the third 
and fourth, contain my own words; to which I ſtill 
ſubſcribe. 

And if there is a miſtake in the fifth, it is not 
material, 


* Second Journal, Page 19, 
| 19. (6) It 


E 

19. (6) It is true, that on Vedueſdday Juh 12 
the Count ſpoke to this effect: 

1. Juſtification is the forgiveneſs of ſins: 

1 2. The moment a man flies to Chriſt, he is juſti- 
ed: 

3. And has peaee with God, but not always joy: 

4. Nor perhaps may he know he is juſtified, till 
long after: 

5. For the aſſurance of it is diſtinct from juſli fica- 
tion itſelf: 

6. But others may know he is juſtified, by his 
power over fin, by his ſeriouſneſs, his love of the 
brethren, and his hunger and thirſt after righteouſ- 
neſs, which alone proves the ſpiritual lite to be begun. 

7. To be juſtified is the ſame thing as to be born 
of God: when a man is awakened, he *: begotten of 
God, and his fear, and ſorrow, and ſenſe of the 
wrath of God, are the pangs of the new- birth.“ 


20. It is true alſo, that I then recollected what 
P. Bobler had often ſaid on this head, which was ta 
this effect : 

1. When a man has living faith in Chriſt, then 
he is juſtified. 

2. This is always given in a moment: 

3- And in that moment he has peace with God, 

4. Which he cannot have withcut knowing that 
he has it: 

5. And being born of God he ſinneth not. 

6. Which deliverance from fin he cannot have 
without knowing that he has it. 


21. I did not apprehend it poſſible, for any man 
living to have imagined, that I believed both the/e ac- 
counts: the words whereof I had purpoſely fo rang- 
ed and divided into ſhort ſentences, that the groſs, 
irreconcileable difference between them, might be 

lain to the meaneſt reader. I cannot therefore bur 
be a little ſurprized at the ſtrength of that prejudice, 
which could prevent any one's ſeeing, that iu oppo 
ion 


% 
ſition to the Count's opinion (which in many re- 
ſpects I wholly difapproved of) I quoted the words 


of one of his own church, which, if true, overturn 
it altogether, 


22. I have nothing to object to the quotations 
made in the ſeventh, eighth, and ninth Sections : 
In the tenth are theſe words: Now ſince Mr. Ve/- 
« ey went fo far, to gather ſuch materials together, 
let us ſee what was the ye (or rather the Med- 
& ey) of principles he had to return with to England.” 


Of the Aſſurance of Juſtification. 


I believe that Converſion is an inſtantaneous work, 
And that the moment a man is converted, or has liv- 
ing Faith in CHRIST, he is juſtified. Which faith 
a man cannot have, without knowing that he hath 
It. 

Yet I believe he may not know that he is juſtified, 
(7. e. that he has living faith) 'till a long time after. 

I believe alſo that the moment a man is juſtified, 
he has peace with God. 

Which he cannot have without knowing that he 
has it. 

Yet I believe he may not know that he is juſti- 
fied (2, e. that he has peace with God) *till a long 
time after. 

I believe to be juſtified 1s the ſame thing as to be 
born of God. 

And being born of God, he ſinneth not. 

Which Deliverance from fin he cannot have with- 
out knowing 1t, 

Yet I believe he may not know that he is juſtified 
(i. e. delivered from fin) till a long time after. 

Though I believe that others may know that. he is 
Jjuſtified by his power over fin, his ſeriouſneſs, and 
love of the Brethren. | | 


23. Of the Conditions of Juſtification, 


I believe that CHRIS formed in us ſubordinately 
to Chriſt girex for us (i. e. our own inherent Righte- 
ouſreſs 
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ouſneſs ſubordinate to Chriſt's Merits) ought to be 
inſiſted upon, as neceſſary to our Juſtification, 

And it 1s juſt and right that a man ſhould be hum- 
ble and penitent, and have a broken and contrite 
heart (i. c. ſhould have Cur 1sT formed in him) be- 
fore he can expect to be juſtified. 

And that this penitence and contrition is the work 
of the Holy Ghoſt.” 

+ Yet I believe that all this is nothing towards, 
and has no influence on our. Juſtification. 

Again, I believe that in order to juſlification, I 
muſt go {trait to Chri/t with all my ungodlineſs, and 
plead nothing elſe. 

Yet I believe that we ſhould not inſiſt upon any 
thing we do or feel, as if it were neceflarily previous 
to Juſtification.“ 


24. Of the Effects of Juſtification. 

I believe that Juſtification 1s the ſame thing as to 
be born of God, Yet a man may have a ½, ong aſſu- 
rance that he is juſtified, and not be able to athrm, 
that he is born of God. 

A man may be fully aſſured that his fins are for- 
given, yet may not be able to tell the hour or day 
when he received this full aſſurance, becauſe it may 
grow up in him by degrees.—Tho' he can remem- 
ber, that from the time this full aſſurance was con- 
firmed in him, he never loſt it, no not tor a moment. 

A man may have a weak faith at the fame time 
that he hath peace with God, not one untaſi Thong bt, 
and Freedom from ſin, not one unholy clit.“ 

& A man may be juſtified (i. e. born of God) who 
has not a clean heart (7. e. is not ſanctified.) 

He may be juſtified (2. e. born of God) and not 
have the Indwelling of the Spirit,” 

25. I entirely agree, That the foregoing creed isa 
very extraordinary and odd compoſition.” But it is not 
mine. I neither compoſed it, nor believe it: as I doubt 
not every impartial Reader will be fully convinced, 
when weſhalLhave goneover it, once moe, f{epby ſtep, 

The parts of it which I do believe I ſhall barely fe- 
peat: On the others it will be ncediul to add a feu 
words. Of 
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Of the Aſſurances of Juſtification, 


© believe that converſion (meaning thereby Juſ- 
tification) is an inſtantaneous work; and that the 
moment a man has living faith in Chriſt, he is con- 
verted or juſtified, (So the propoſition muſt be ex- 
preſſed to make it ſenſe.) Which faith he cannot 
have, without knowing that he has it.” 

„% Vet I believe, he may not know that he has 
it till long after.” This I deny: I believe no ſuch 


«] believe the moment a man is juſtified, he hath 
peace with God : 

„Which he cannot have without knowing that 
he has it:“ 

„Vet I believe, he may not know that he has it 
till long after.” This again I deny, I believe it 
not. or Michael Lizncr neither. To clear whom 
intirely, one need only read his own words. 

„About fourteen years ago, I was more than 
ever convinced, that I was wholly different from 
what God required me to be. I conſulted his word 
again and again; but it ſpoke nothing but condem- 
nation; till at lat I could not read, nor indeed do 
any thing elſe, having no hope and no ſpirit left in 
me, I had been in this fate for ſeveral days, when 
being muſing by myſelf, thoſe words came ſtrongly 
into my mind, God /o loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, to the end that all who believe in 
him ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting life, I 
thought al? Then I am one. Then he is given for 
me. But I am a finner. And he came to fave fin- 
ners. Immediately my burden dropped off, and my 
heart was at reſt, 

*© But the full aſſurance of faith J had not yet, 
nor for the two years I continued in Moravia. 
When TI was driven out thence by the 7eſwits, I re- 
tired thither, and was ſoon after received into the 
church. And here after ſome time it pleaſed-our 
Lord to manifeſt himſelf more clearly to my oo} 
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and gave me that full ſenſe of acceptance in him, 
which excludes all doubt and fear. 

„Indeed the leading of the ſpirit is different in 
different ſouls. His more uſual method, I believe, 
is, to give in one and the ſame moment, forgiveneſs 
of fins, and a full aſſurance of that torgivenets, Yer 
in many he works as he did in me: giving firſt the 
remiſſion of fins, and after ſome weeks, or months, 
or years, the full aſſurance of it.“ * 

All I need obſerve is, that the fir/? /er/e of forgiwe- 
neſs is often mixed with doubt or fear. But the uu 
aſſurance of faith excludes all doubt and fear, as the 
very term implies. 

Therefore, inſtead of “ he may not Know that 
he has peace with God till long after,“ it ſhould be 
(to agree with Michael Linner's words) - he may not 
have, till long after, that full aſſurance of faith, 
which excludes all doubt and fear,” 

e believe, to be juſtified is the ſame as to be born 
of God, 

+ And he that is born of God finneth not. 


© Which deliverance from fin he cannot have, 


without knowing that he has it.” 
« Yet I believe he may not know it till long at- 
ter,” This alſo I utterly deny. 


26, Of the Conditions of Juſtification. 


% believe that Chriſt formed in us ought to be 
infified on, as neceſſary to our juſtification.” | 


I no more believe this, than Chrifian David 
does, Whoſe words concerning it are theſe : 


It pleaſed God to ſhew me, that Chrif? in us, 


and Chriſt for us, ought to be both inſiſted on:“ 
But I clearly ſaw, wwe gt not to inſiſt on any 
thing we feel, any more than any thing ve do, as it 
it were zeceſſarily previous to our zuftification. 
« And before a man can expect to be juſtified, he 
ſhould be humble and penitent, and have a broken 
and 


* Second Journal, Pages 65, 66. 
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and contrite heart; that is, ſhould have Chrif? formed 
in him.” No; that is quite another thing. I be- 
lieve every man is penitent, before he is alli ße ; he 
repents, before he bilieves the goſpel. But it is ne- 
ver before, and generally long after he is juſtified, 
that Chriſt is. /ormed in him. 

% And that this penitence and contrition is the 
work of the Holy Ghoſt.” 

« Yet I believe all this is nothing towards, and 
has no influence on our juſtification,” 

Chriſtian David's words are, ** obſerve, this is not 
the foundation. It is not this by which (for the 
ſake of which) you are juſtified, This is not the 


- righteouſneſs, this is no part of the righteouſneſs, 


by which you are reconciled to God, You grieve 
for your ſins. You are deeply humbled. Your 
heart is broken. Well: but all this is nothing to your 
1:/ſlification,” The words immediately following fix 


the ſenſe of this otherwiſe exceptionable ſentence) 


„The remithon of your fins 7s not owing to this 
cauſe, either in whole or in part. Your humiliation 
has no influence on that.“ Not as à cauſe; ſo the 
very laſt words explain it. 5 


Again, I believe that in order to obtain juſtifi- 


cation, I muſt go ſtrait to Chriſt, with all my un- 
godlinels, and plead nothing ſe.” 


6 Yet J believe we ſhould not inſiſt upon any 
thing we door eel, as if it were neceſſarily previous 


: to juitification, No, nor on any thing ee. So the 
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whole tenor of Chri/tian David's words implies.” 
Of the Effects of Juſtification. 


27. ** ] believe a man may have a ſtrong aſſur- 


: ance he 1s juſtified, and not be able to afhrm he is a 
child of God.“ 


Feder's words are theſe; ** I found my heart at 


reſt, in good hope that my ſins were forgiven ; of which 


I had a fronger aſſurance ſix weeks after,” (True, 
| compa 


( 20 ) 


comparatively flronger, tho* ſtill mixed with doubt 7 
and fear.) ** But I dare not affirm I ama child of 
God.” I ſee no inconſiſtency in all this. Many 
ſuch inſtances I know at this day. I myſelt was one 
for ſome time. 

& A man may be fully aſſured that his fins are for- 
given, 7 may not be able to tell the day when he 
received this full aſſurance; becauſe it grew up in 
him by degrees.” (Of this alſo I know a few other 
inſtances.) gut from the time this full aſſurance 
was confirmed in him, he never loſt it,” Very true, 
and, I think, conſiſtent. 0 

Neuſſer's own words are, In him I found true 
reſt to my ſoul, being fully aſſured, that all my fins 
were forgiven, Yet I cannot tell the hour or day, 
when I firſt received that full aſſurance. For it was 
not given me at firſt, neither at once ;” (not in its 
fulneſs) but grew up in me by degrees, And 
From the time it was confirmed in me, I have never loſt 
it, haying never ſince doubted, no, not for a mo- 
ment.“ | 

„A man may have a weak faith, at the ſame | 5 
time that he has peace with God, and no unholy 
deſires.“ 

A man may be juſtified, who has not a clean 
heart, neither the indwelling of the ſpirit. J 
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28. (11.) This I do verily believe is ſound divi- 
nity, agreeable both to ſcripture and experience. 
And I believe it is conſiſtent with itſelf. As to the 
hundred other abſurdities which -»/ght be fülly and 
fairly made out,” it will be time enough to conſider | 
them when. they are produced, 


29. (12, 13) But whether I have fucceeded in at- 
tempting to reconcile theſe things or no, I verily ? 9 
think Mr. Tucker has. I deſire not a more conſiſtent 
account of my principles, than he has himſelf given 
in the following words: | 
„Our ſpiritual ſtate ſhould be conſidered, wel 

diſtinctly, under each of theſe views. £ 
e- * 


Ws. 


1, © Before ation; in which ſtate we may be 


: aid to be unable to do any thing acceptable to God: 
: becauſe then we can do nothing but come to Chriſt. 
> Which ought not to be conſidered as doing any thing 
but as ſepplicating (or waiting) to receive a porver of 
doing 1 


or the time to come.“ 

% For the preventing grace of God, which is 
common to all, is ſufficient to bring us to Chriſt, 
though it is not ſufficient to carry us any further, 
till we are juſtified,” 

2. After Juſtiſication. The moment a man comes 
to Chriſt (by faith) he is juſtified, and born again; 
that is, he is born again in the 7perfef ſenſe (for 
there are two [it not more] degrees of regeneration.) 
And he has power over all the ſtirrings and motions 
of fin, but not a total freedom from them. He has 
Chriſt with him, but not Chriſt 2 Hm. Therefore 
he hath not yet, in the full and proper ſenſe, a new 
and clean heart, or the indwelling of the Spirit, But 
being expoſed to various temptations, he may, and 
will fall again from this condition, if he doth not at- 
tain to a more excellent gift,”* 

3. Sancti fication; the laſt and higheſt ſtate of per- 
fefion in this life. For then are the faithful born 
again in the full and perfect ſenſe. Then have they 
the indwelling of the ſpirit. Then is there given 
unto them a new and clean heart, and the ſtruggle 
between the old and new man is over. 5 | 


— ITC = 54 III" _ — — 
* «© Mr. Charles Weſley (the note ſays) was not 
perſuaded of the truth of the Moravian faith, till 
ſome time after his brother's return from Germany.” 
There is a great miſtake in this. I returned not from 
Germany *till Sat. Sept. 16. Whereas my brother was 
fully perſuaded of the truth of the Morevian faith 
(fo called) on Vedugſi May 3. preceding. The note 
adds, “ This (z, e. juſtifying faith) he received but 
very lately.” This alfo 1s a miſtake. What we be- 
lieve to be juſtifying faith he received May 21, 1738. 
See Second Journal, Pages 20, 26. 

§ The next note runs thus: Mr. NODS 

luc 
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30. (14) That I may ſay many things which have 
been ſaid before, and perhaps by Calvin or Arminius, 
by Montanus or Barclay, or the archbiſhop of Cam- 
bray, is highly probable. But it cannot thence be 
interred, "That I hold ** a medley of all their princt- 
ples; Calviniſm, Arminianiſm, Movtaniſin, Quakeriſm, 
'Quictiſm, all thrown together,” There might as 
well have been added, Judaiſin, Mahometani/m, Pa- 
ganiſm, It would have made the period rounder, 
and been full as eaſily proved, I mean aſſerted. For 
other proof is not yet produced. 


31. 1 
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ſuch a peculiar turn and tendency towards inconſiſtencies 
in his principles, that in his preface to Haliburton's 
life (wrote Feb. 9, 1738-9, juft after his return from 
Germany) he contradicts all that he has faid elſewhere 
for this finleſ+ perfection, wiz, ©* But it may be ſaid, 

The goſpel covenant does not promiſe entire freedom from 
fins What do you mean by the word fin? The 
infection of nature? Or thoſe aumberleſs weakneſſes 
and follies, ſometimes (improperly) termed /ins of in- 
firmity? It you mean only this, you ſay moſt true. 
We ſhall not put off theſe, but with our bodies. But 
if you mean, it does not promiſe entire freedom from 
Fin, in its proper ſenſe, or from committing ſin ; this 
is by no means true, unleſs the ſcripture be falſe. 
For thus it is written, Wheſoever is born of God, doth 
not commit fin. (Unleſs he loſe the Spirit of Adop- 
tion, if not finally, yet for a while, as did this child 
of God) For his ſeed remaineth in him, and he cannot 
ſin, becauſe he is born of God. He cannot fin, /o long 
as be keepeth himſelf, tor then the wicked one toucheth 
him not. 

The queſtion is not, Whether this be right or 
wrong? But whether it contradict any thing I have 
ſaid elſewhere ? Thrice I have ſpoken expreſily on 
this ſubject; in a ſermon, and in two pretaces. If 
in any of theſe I have contradicted what I ſaid be- 
fore, I will own the former aſſertion as a miſtake. 
31. F paſs 
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31. I paſs over the ſmaller miſtakes which occur 
in the fifteenth and fixteenth paragraphs, together 
with the prophecy or prognoſtication, concerning the 
approaching diviſions and downfal of the Methodiſis. 
What follows to the end, concerning the ground of 
our hope, is indeed of greater importance. But we 
have not as yet the ſtrength of the cauſe. The diſ- 
ſertation promiſed is {till behind. Therefore as my 
work is great, and my time ſhort, I wave that diſpute 
for the preſent. And perhaps, when I ſhall have re- 
ceived farther light, I may be convinced, That 
« Goſpel-holineſs (as Mr. Tucker believes) is a ne- 
ceſſary qualification, antecedent to juſtification: and 
that Chriſt did not in any degree fulfil the terms of 
Juitification in our lead; but having purchaſed for us 
ſufficient powers and abilities to pertorm them, then 
left us to fulfil them ourſelves.” This appears te me 
now to be directly oppoſite to the goſpel of Chriſt, 
But I will endeavour, impartially to conſider, what 
ſhall be advanced in . of it. And may He 


* Twho knoweth my ſimpleneſs teach me his way, and 


give me a right judgment in all things ! 


. 
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